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commonly good for the occasion1; at least, if it does not
much charm Lady Strafford and your Lordship, I know you
will receive it kindly as a tribute from Strawberry Hill, as
every homage is due to you both from its master.

Your devoted humble servant,

HOE, WALPOLB.

2208,   To THE COUNTESS o? UPPEB QSSOBY,

Strawberry Hill, Sepi A, 1781

I AM sorry your Ladyship is so Hke Dr. Johnson as not
to understand the Grecian graces of odes, but to require
them to be indited in as Dunstable prose as a bill in.
Chancery, Do you think as he does, that prose only should
be encumbered with learning and a hash of languages, and
that poetry should be as plain as the horn-book? I believe
I could expound all your Ladyship's difficulties in Mr, Jones's
ode if you had specified them. Curled mika, the sole
instance you produce, is not so beautiful as the next ex-
pression, the ItfbUwg tear\ but is very intelligible to any
one who has seen an angel of Correggio, whose mouth is
generally curled into a crescent, and in truth I think strains
grace into almost a grimace. The clan of Howes would
certainly have been more profuse on the transcendent
qualities of their sovereign lady; but I believe Mr. Jones
is not so zealous an idolater at that shrine. However, if
the ode is not perfect, still the eighth, ninth, and tenth
stanzas have merit enough to shock Dr. Johnson and such
sycophant old nurses, and that is enough for me. How
ppeeious is any line- of Demosthenes that offended King
Philip and the whole court of Macedon!
Your other question, Madam, of who was Lady Elizabeth
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